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SUBJECT: BUTHELEZI SUSPICIONS OF USG 

1 . SUMMARY: GIBSON THULA, KWAZULU URBAN REPRESENTATIVE, TOLD 
EMBASSY THAT CHIEF BUTHELEZI IS CONCERNED THAT THE USG UNDER- 
ESTIMATES AND MISINTERPRETES HIS ROLE IN THE BLACK MOVEMENT. 

HE ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THE USG IS SUPPORTING A "THIRD 
FORCE" CENTERED ON SRC, BPC AND SASO ADHERENTS TO THE EX- 
CLUSION OF ESTABLISHED AND MODERATE LEADERSHIP. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF AND VISITING INR/RAF 
ASSISTANT, EDITH SCOTT, KWAZULU URBAN REPRESENTATIVE GIBSON 
THULA WAS ASKED ABOUT CHIEF GATHSA BUTHELEZI'S ATTITUDES 
TOWARDS THE USG. THULA, AFTER A LONG PAUSE, STATED "THAT'S A 
VERY DIFFICULT QUESTION". HE THEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT BUTHELEZI 
HAD DOUBTS ABOUT USG SINCERITY. HE SAID IT WAS THEIR IM- 
PRESSION THAT USG REPRESENTATIVES, WHILE APPEARING SOLICITOUS 
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OF BUTHELEZI'S VIEWS IN HIS PRESENCE, SPOKE AND REPORTED 
NEGATIVELY OF HIS ROLE AND IMPORTANCE TO OTHERS AND TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

3. AT ANOTHER POINT IN THE CONVERSATION, THULA SAID HIS ANC 

AND PAC CONTACTS ABROAD HAD TOLD HIM THAT THE USG WAS SUPPORTING 
A "THIRD FORCE" IN SOUTH AFRICA. HE SAID THE ANC AND PAC 
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REPRESENTATIVES WERE RESTRICTED FROM TRAVELING OUTSIDE OF 
NEW YORK CITY AND FELT THEY WERE DISCRIMINATED AGAINST. 

THULA SAID THEY WERE TOLD THAT THE USG, ALONG WITH NIGERIA, 

WAS CHANNELING FUNDS TO BPC, SASO, AND SRC STUDENTS IN BOTSWANA 
AND ELSEWHERE. FORMER SRC PRESIDENT MASHININI, HE SAID, WAS 
FOCAL POINT FOR THESE FUNDS, AND INTENT WAS TO CREATE A 
MILITANT BLACK GROUP THAT REJECTED OLD ANC/PAC LEADERSHIP 
AND OTHER MODERATE BLACK LEADERSHIP. CONDUIT FOR FUNDS WAS 
SUPPOSEDLY A MR. ERIKSON, A SWEDE WHO RAN THE "WORLD UNIVERSITY" 
OF GENEVA. THULA ADDED THAT THE CREDIBILITY OF THIS STORY 
WAS ENHANCED BY FACT THAT AMBASSADOR DON MCHENRY HAD TOLD 
HIM RECENTLY THAT MONEY WAS BEING ALLOCATED BY AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG FOR STUDENTS IN BOTSWANA. 

4. EMBOFF REPLIED TO THULA THAT USG REPRESENTATIVES WERE 
TASKED WITH ASCERTAINING THE FACTS ABOUT THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
SITUATION. IN THIS RESPECT WE WERE KEENLY INTERESTED IN THE 
ROLE AND IMPORTANCE OF CHIEF BUTHELEZI. THERE WAS NO ATTEMPT 
TO UNDERESTIMATE OR MISREPRESENT HIM BUT AT THE SAME TIME 
THE LEADERSHIP AND ATTITUDES OF THE BPC AND OTHER BLACK CON- 
SCIOUSNESS GROUPS, SOME OF WHOME OPPOSED BUTHELEZI, WERE ALSO 
IMPORTANT. EMBOFF ASSURED THULA THAT IN OUR CONVERSATIONS 
WITH OTHERS, WE DID NOT UNDERESTIMATE BUTHELEZI AND/OR MIS 
REPRESENT HIM. 

5. EMBOFF ALSO STATED THAT THE USG WAS NOT SUPPORTING A 
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"THIRD FORCE" OR ANY OTHER FACTION IN SOUTH AFRICA. MR. 

ERIKSON WAS UNKNOWN TO US. ON THE OTHER HAND, THERE WERE 
FUNDS BEING ALLOCATED THROUGH THE UN FOR REFUGEE ASSISTANCE 
BUT THAT WAS ONLY FOR SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT, 
BURSARIES AND OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS. EMBOFF SAID THAT 
THE USG FELT THE WELFARE OF THESE STUDENTS AND THEIR FURTHER 
EDUCATION WAS A WORTHY AND CONSTRUCTIVE EFFORT THAT COULD 
ONLY BE BENEFICIAL FOR SOUTH AFRICA'S FUTURE. AS FOR TRAVEL 
RESTRICTIONS ON ANC/PAC REPRESENTATIVES, EMBOFF SAID HE WAS 
UNAWARE OF THESE BUT WOULD INQUIRE AS TO THE FACTS. 

6. THULA EXPRESSED SATISFACTION AT THE RESPONSE ON BUTHELEZI'S 
ROLE AND ACKNOWLEDGED THAT MANY BLACKS DISCOUNTED BUTHELEZI 
AND THERE WAS A NEED TO UNDERSTAND THIS. HE SAID FRANK 
EXCHANGES SUCH AS THIS ONE BETWEEN KWAZULU REPRESENTATIVES 
AND THE USG WOULD KEEP THE RECORD STRAIGHT. HE ALSO EXPRESSED 
AGREEMENT WITH USG ASSISTANCE TO THE EXILED STUDENTS AND 
COMMENTED ON THE FACT THAT THE USG SUPPORTS NO SINGLE FACTION. 
HE SAID THAT THAT IS THE KIND OF NEUTRAL ROLE HE WOULD LIKE 

TO SEE THE USG PLAY. ON THE QUESTION OF TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 
IN NEW YORK, THULA URGED EMBOFF TO FOLLOW UP, SAYING THAT 
HE NEEDED TO KNOW THE FACTS. 
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7. COMMENT: THULA WAS UNDOUBTEDLY REFLECTING BUTHELEZI'S 
CONCERN ABOUT USG ATTITUDES. BUTHELEZI TAKES AFFRONT EASILY 
AND PRESUMABLY HAS SEEN OUR MOVES AT BROADENING CONTACTS WITH 
THE BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS MOVEMENT AS A PERSONAL SNUB. HOWEVER, 
THULA SEEMED GENUINELY PLEASED AND SOMEWHAT RELIEVED AFTER 
THE EXCHANGE. 

8. ACTION USUN: PLEASE ADVISE US WHAT WE MAY TELL THULA ABOUT 
RESTRICTIONS IF ANY ON ANC/PAC REPRESENTATIVES IN NEW YORK, 

THE RATIONALIZATION, AND, IF THERE ARE RESTRICTIONS, WHETHER 
THEY APPLY TO OTHERS AS WELL. 

BOWDLER 
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